The object of the following paper is to draw attention to some of the lesions occasionally met with in the region of the prepuce and anterior part of the urethra, and their relationship to the embryology of the parts.
The object of the following paper is to draw attention to some of the lesions occasionally met with in the region of the prepuce and anterior part of the urethra, and their relationship to the embryology of the parts. The Section through posterior part of glans. Areas of cleavage more numerous than in Fig. 2 (Fig. 5, p. 105) . (Fig. 6, p. 106 ).
After injection of the region with cocaine, an elliptical piece of skin containing the " ulcer " was snipped away with curved scissors, and the edges of the wound were closed with catgut suture. Fig. 6, B (p. 106) , represents the appearance of the specimen (actual size) after hardening in spirit.
Occupying the raphe is a depression, 0 2 cm. in diameter, surrounded by a raised margin. Sections cut transversely to the long axis of the raphe show that the supposed ulcer is really a recess lined by skin, and overhung by one margin of the external opening (Fig. 7, p. 107 ). The lining consists of stratified epithelium, which differs from that of the prepuce in the following particulars:?(1) It is more bulky; (2) the deepest (basal) cells are not so regularly arranged; (3) interpapillary processes occur on only one side of the recess, and are ill-formed; (4) absence of the stratum granulosum; and (5) the protoplasm of the superficial layers in the deeper part of the recess is unstained, so that the nuclei lie in the meshes of a deeply-stained network.
Case III. Cyst in median line.?L. H., aged 2X22, 14th September, 1903, the subject of slight phimosis and of hydrocele, presented also a cyst on the under surface of the prepuce immediately in the line of the raphd The cyst was From sketch at time of operation (natural size). Shows bilocular appearance of cyst. Small figure on right, reconstruction of plan of cyst, from below (magnified). (Fig. 11, p The epithelium lining the cyst is comparable to that of, the urethra in the seven-months' foetus (Fig. 13, p. 113) cyst. It is possible that the difference (flattening) between its epithelium and that of Case II depended on the fact that in the latter all tension was absent, and had been so for a considerable time. Case IV differs from both of the preceding in the shape of its cavity, and in the character of its epithelium and contents. Its epithelium tends towards the urethral rather than to the epidermal type, and despite its superficial situation when first noticed it has probably arisen from the deeper cells of the inner genital folds, i.e., cells which would ultimately assume the characters of urethral epithelium. It approximates the specimen described by Thole, 13 
